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The Building Blocks of a Strong Paragraph

A well-structured paragraph is built on three key elements:

1 The Topic Sentence

2 Supporting Sentences

3 Examples and Evidence
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1. The Topic Sentence

What is it? The first sentence of a paragraph that introduces the

main idea.

Its Job: It tells the reader what the paragraph is about. It should

be clear, concise, and directly related to the essay’s thesis

statement.

Example: Investing in renewable energy sources is crucial for

mitigating the impacts of climate change.
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2. Supporting Sentences

What are they? These sentences follow the topic sentence and

develop the main idea.

Their Job: They explain, elaborate, and provide reasons or

arguments related to the topic sentence.

Example: This is because renewables, such as solar and wind

power, do not produce the greenhouse gas emissions that are the

primary drivers of global warming.
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3. Examples and Evidence

What are they? Specific details, facts, statistics, or real-world

examples that illustrate and strengthen the supporting sentences.

Their Job: They make your argument more convincing and

easier for the reader to understand.

Example: For instance, Germany’s Energiewende policy has led

to a significant increase in the share of electricity generated from

renewables, resulting in a substantial reduction in the country’s

carbon footprint.
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Environment: Example 1

Topic: Waste Management Effective waste management systems

are essential for urban areas to maintain environmental sustainability.

These systems help to reduce pollution, conserve resources, and protect

public health. For example, cities like Singapore have implemented

comprehensive recycling programs that significantly decrease the

amount of waste sent to landfills, thereby minimizing land and water

pollution.
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Environment: Example 2

Topic: Deforestation The protection of forests is critical for

preserving global biodiversity. Forests are home to a vast majority of

the world’s terrestrial species, and their destruction leads to

irreversible habitat loss. The Amazon rainforest, for instance, contains

an estimated 10% of the world’s known species. Many of these are now

endangered due to widespread deforestation for agriculture and logging.

guoshujian@tongji.edu.cn Academic Writing Task 2: Mastering the ParagraphOctober 8, 2025 7 / 22

(C) https://languages.lol/ | guoshujian@tongji.edu.cn



Education: Example 1

Topic: Online Learning The rise of online learning has

fundamentally transformed access to education. It allows students from

diverse geographical and socioeconomic backgrounds to pursue courses

that were previously inaccessible. Platforms like Coursera and edX, for

example, offer university-level courses from top institutions to millions

of learners worldwide, many of whom would not have been able to

afford or attend a traditional university.
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Education: Example 2

Topic: Early Childhood Education Investing in early childhood

education has profound long-term benefits for both individuals and

society. High-quality preschool programs can improve cognitive and

social skills, leading to better academic performance and higher future

earnings. A well-known study, the Perry Preschool Project in the

United States, found that participants had higher high school

graduation rates and were less likely to be involved in crime compared

to the control group.
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Society: Example 1

Topic: Aging Population An aging population presents significant

challenges to a country’s healthcare system. As the proportion of

elderly citizens increases, so does the demand for medical services,

long-term care, and specialized treatments for age-related illnesses.

Japan, for instance, is facing a healthcare crisis as its population is one

of the oldest in the world, leading to strained hospital resources and a

shortage of caregivers.
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Society: Example 2

Topic: Urbanization Rapid urbanization can lead to a decline in

community cohesion. As people move to cities, traditional social

networks are often disrupted, and the fast-paced, anonymous nature of

urban life can result in feelings of isolation. For example, numerous

studies conducted in large metropolitan areas like London and New

York have shown that residents often report weaker neighborhood ties

and a lower sense of belonging compared to those living in rural areas.
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Government Policy: Example 1

Topic: Public Transportation Government investment in public

transportation is crucial for reducing traffic congestion in major cities.

By providing reliable and affordable alternatives to private cars,

governments can encourage more people to use buses, trains, and

subways, thus decreasing the number of vehicles on the road. For

example, the expansion of the London Underground and bus network,

supported by congestion charging, has been effective in managing the

city’s traffic flow and reducing commute times.
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Government Policy: Example 2

Topic: Censorship Government censorship of the internet can stifle

creativity and intellectual freedom. When access to information and

platforms for expression is restricted, it limits the ability of artists,

writers, and thinkers to share their ideas and engage in critical

discourse. In countries where social media and certain websites are

blocked, for instance, citizens are often deprived of diverse perspectives

and the opportunity to participate in global conversations, which can

hinder cultural and intellectual growth.

guoshujian@tongji.edu.cn Academic Writing Task 2: Mastering the ParagraphOctober 8, 2025 13 / 22

(C) https://languages.lol/ | guoshujian@tongji.edu.cn



Traditional Culture: Example 1

Topic: Preservation of Traditions The preservation of traditional

culture is vital for maintaining a sense of national identity. Customs,

festivals, and languages passed down through generations connect

people to their history and create a shared sense of belonging. For

example, the annual celebration of Diwali in India, with its associated

rituals and family gatherings, reinforces cultural values and strengthens

community bonds across the country.
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Traditional Culture: Example 2

Topic: Globalization and Culture Globalization poses a significant

threat to the survival of local cultures. The dominance of global media

and consumer brands can lead to a homogenization of culture, where

unique local traditions are replaced by standardized international ones.

For instance, the spread of fast-food chains like McDonald’s has, in

some parts of the world, displaced traditional cuisine and eating habits,

which are often central to cultural identity.
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Technology: Example 1

Topic: Automation and Employment The increasing automation

of jobs is a major concern for the future of the workforce. As artificial

intelligence and robotics become more sophisticated, many jobs

currently performed by humans, particularly in manufacturing and

administration, are at risk of being replaced. For example, the

introduction of self-checkout systems in supermarkets has already led

to a reduction in the number of cashiers required, illustrating how

technology can displace human labor.
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Technology: Example 2

Topic: Social Media Social media has fundamentally altered the nature

of human communication. It allows for instantaneous connection and

information sharing on a global scale, but it can also lead to more superficial

relationships and a decline in face-to-face interaction. For instance, while a

person might have hundreds of friends on Facebook, studies have shown that

the average number of close, real-life confidants has been declining, suggesting

a trade-off between the quantity and quality of social connections.
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Practice Question 1

Task: Write a paragraph for the following topic. Some people

believe that technology has made our lives too complex, and the

solution is to live a simpler life without technology. To what extent do

you agree or disagree? Write one paragraph arguing that technology has

improved life.
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Practice Question 2

Task: Write a paragraph for the following topic. Some people

think that environmental problems are too big for individuals to solve.

Others believe that individuals can and should take action to protect

the environment. Discuss both views and give your own opinion. Write

one paragraph explaining the role individuals can play.
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Practice Question 3

Task: Write a paragraph for the following topic. In many

countries, traditional cultures are being lost. What do you think are

the main reasons for this? What can be done to preserve them? Write

one paragraph outlining the reasons for the loss of traditional cultures.
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Key Takeaways

A strong paragraph is built on a clear Topic Sentence.

Supporting Sentences must logically develop the main idea.

Concrete Examples and evidence make your argument

convincing.

Practice applying this structure to various topics to improve your

IELTS writing score.
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Thank You & Questions?

Thank You!

Any questions?
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